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black thread is passed through it, doubled and carried down
the right sleeve, the two ends hanging out of the cuff so ag
to be readily found by the fingers., Having found the
thread, the performer pulls it down until the loop appears,
which is forthwith passed round the thumb, the thread
being broken and allowed to fall on the floor, The act of
pulling the cord to secure the loop will pull the elbows close
to the sides, where they must be kept until the handkerchief
is to disappear.

Having placed the handkerchief through the loop, which
should be of catgut, as being semi-transparent, push it into
the glass tube as described in the next trick, and place the
hands one over each end. To cause the handkerchief to
disappear all that is necessary is to move the elbows away
from the sides while making a quick up and down motion
with the glass cylinder, slightly lifting the base of the
right hand from the edge of the glass to allow the silk to
pass up the sleeve. In moving the elbows away from the
sides a pull of from 3ft, to 4ft. is put on the cord, the hand-
kerchief flying up the sleeve and finally occupying & position
in the centre of the performer’s back.

The Flying Handkerchief.—This is a very surprising
trick, and a favourite with the most noted prestidigitateurs.
It depends chiefly for its effect on the “ Mechanical Pull ”
(Fig. 14). For its execution you must be provided with
six small silk handkerchiefs (two red, two yellow, and two
green), also two glass cylinders of the kind used for gas.

The idea of the trick is to cause a red silk handkerchief
placed in the centre of one of theglass tubes, the ends being
covered with the hands, to disappear, and be found between
a yellow and a green handkerchief previously tied together,
rolled up into the shape of a ball, and placed in the other
cylinder. It is accomplished thus:—
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Three of the handkerchiefs, one of each colour, are tied
together by the corners, the red being in the centre. They
are then rolled up into the shape of a ball so that the red
one cannot be seen, and thus prepared, are laid on the table
behind the other red handkerchief.

The performer now takes the two remaining handkerchiefs,
one yellow and one green, and ties them together, rolling
them up to look as near like the duplicate ball as possible.
Holding this ball in the right hand, he takes up the red
handkerchief, and with it the ball of three. He then takes
the red handkerchief in his right hand, passing the ball
into the left, and forthwith pushing it into the glass cylinder
on the table.. Under cover of the red handkerchief, how-
ever, the balls are exchanged and that of three is actually
placed in the tube.

While going for the other cylinder, which should be on a
table at the rear of the stage, the performer has ample time
to dispose of the ball of two, and to get down the “ pull.”
When introducing the cylinder remark :—* You see, Ladies
and Gentlemen, that the tubes are of the most ordinary de-
scription and perfectly free from preparation ; in fact, you can
see right through them. I hope you will not be able to see
through me quite so easily.” The red handkerchief is then
inserted in the cylinder, being previously passed through the
loop, whence it is caused to vanish as described. The hand-
kerchiefs are then taken from the tube on the table, unrolled
and shaken out; when, by some unaccountable means, the
red one will appear to have tied itself between the other
two.

Brass Tube to Produce, Vanish, or Change a Hand-
kerchief.—This is really an indispensable piece of apparatus

and should be in the repertoire of every wizard. It consists
of a piece of 14in. brass tubing 4in. long, with two caps of



